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*Includes pictures*Includes ancient descriptions of Nineveh*Includes debate over whether
Nineveh was home of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon*Includes online resources and a
bibliography for further reading*Includes a table of contents“I captured 46 towns...by
consolidating ramps to bring up battering rams, by infantry attacks, mines, breaches and siege
engines.” - SennacheribWhen scholars study the history of the ancient Near East, several wars
that had extremely brutal consequences (at least by modern standards) often stand out. Forced
removal of entire populations, sieges that decimated entire cities, and wanton destruction of
property were all tactics used by the various peoples of the ancient Near East against each
other, but the Assyrians were the first people to make war a science. When the Assyrians are
mentioned, images of war and brutality are among the first that come to mind, despite the fact
that their culture prospered for nearly 2,000 years.Like a number of ancient individuals and
empires in that region, the negative perception of ancient Assyrian culture was passed down
through Biblical accounts, and regardless of the accuracy of the Bible’s depiction of certain
events, the Assyrians clearly played the role of adversary for the Israelites. Indeed, Assyria
(Biblical Shinar) and the Assyrian people played an important role in many books of the Old
Testament and are first mentioned in the book of Genesis: “And the beginning of his kingdom
was Babel and Erech, and Akkad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that land went forth
Ashur and built Nineveh and the city Rehoboth and Kallah.” (Gen. 10:10-11).Although the
Biblical accounts of the Assyrians are among the most interesting and are often corroborated
with other historical sources, the Assyrians were much more than just the enemies of the
Israelites and brutal thugs. Among all the cities that thrived in the ancient Near East, few can
match the opulence and ostentatiousness of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire for
much of the seventh century BCE. During that time it became known for its mighty citadels,
grand palaces, beautiful gardens, and even its zoos. In fact, the beauty of Nineveh, especially its
gardens, impressed later writers so much that they assigned its gardens as one of the original
Seven Wonders of the World, except unfortunately for Nineveh’s memory, the location was
placed in Babylon. The confusion that assigned one of the Wonders of the World to Babylon
instead of Nineveh is in fact a large part of Nineveh’s history – it was a great city during its time,
but incessant warfare brought the metropolis to oblivion and eventually its history was forgotten
or distorted.An examination of Nineveh demonstrates that in many ways it was the victim of the
people who built it. When Nineveh was at its height, they controlled an empire that
encompassed Egypt, Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and parts of Iran. Eventually, the Assyrians
overextended themselves and their enemies overthrew them and destroyed much of their cities.
Nineveh became lost for centuries, only mentioned in fragments by classical Greek historians,
but modern archaeological methods were able to bring the lost city back to life in the nineteenth
century. Today, through a combination of archaeological reports, classical Greek accounts, and
ancient cuneiform inscriptions, the chronology of Nineveh can be reconstructed. An examination



reveals that Nineveh played a vital role in the religious and political history of the ancient Near
East and despite suffering immense damage at the hands of the Assyrians’ enemies, continued
to function as an important city for several centuries after the Assyrian Empire
collapsed.Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian Capital traces the history
and legacy of one of the most influential cities of antiquity.
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Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian CapitalBy Charles River EditorsA
Picture of the Adad Gate at NinevehAbout Charles River EditorsCharles River Editors provides
superior editing and original writing services across the digital publishing industry, with the
expertise to create digital content for publishers across a vast range of subject matter. In addition
to providing original digital content for third party publishers, we also republish civilization’s
greatest literary works, bringing them to new generations of readers via ebooks., and visit to
browse today’s free promotions and our most recently published Kindle titles.IntroductionA
Picture of the Reconstructed Mashki Gate at NinevehNineveh“I captured 46 towns...by
consolidating ramps to bring up battering rams, by infantry attacks, mines, breaches and siege
engines.” - SennacheribWhen scholars study the history of the ancient Near East, several wars
that had extremely brutal consequences (at least by modern standards) often stand out. Forced
removal of entire populations, sieges that decimated entire cities, and wanton destruction of
property were all tactics used by the various peoples of the ancient Near East against each
other, but the Assyrians were the first people to make war a science. When the Assyrians are
mentioned, images of war and brutality are among the first that come to mind, despite the fact
that their culture prospered for nearly 2,000 years.Like a number of ancient individuals and
empires in that region, the negative perception of ancient Assyrian culture was passed down
through Biblical accounts, and regardless of the accuracy of the Bible’s depiction of certain
events, the Assyrians clearly played the role of adversary for the Israelites. Indeed, Assyria
(Biblical Shinar) and the Assyrian people played an important role in many books of the Old
Testament and are first mentioned in the book of Genesis: “And the beginning of his kingdom
was Babel and Erech, and Akkad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that land went forth
Ashur and built Nineveh and the city Rehoboth and Kallah.” (Gen. 10:10-11).Although the
Biblical accounts of the Assyrians are among the most interesting and are often corroborated
with other historical sources, the Assyrians were much more than just the enemies of the
Israelites and brutal thugs. Among all the cities that thrived in the ancient Near East, few can
match the opulence and ostentatiousness of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire for
much of the seventh century BCE. During that time it became known for its mighty citadels,
grand palaces, beautiful gardens, and even its zoos. In fact, the beauty of Nineveh, especially its
gardens, impressed later writers so much that they assigned its gardens as one of the original
Seven Wonders of the World, except unfortunately for Nineveh’s memory, the location was
placed in Babylon. The confusion that assigned one of the Wonders of the World to Babylon
instead of Nineveh is in fact a large part of Nineveh’s history – it was a great city during its time,
but incessant warfare brought the metropolis to oblivion and eventually its history was forgotten
or distorted.An examination of Nineveh demonstrates that in many ways it was the victim of the
people who built it. When Nineveh was at its height, they controlled an empire that
encompassed Egypt, Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and parts of Iran. Eventually, the Assyrians



overextended themselves and their enemies overthrew them and destroyed much of their cities.
Nineveh became lost for centuries, only mentioned in fragments by classical Greek historians,
but modern archaeological methods were able to bring the lost city back to life in the nineteenth
century. Today, through a combination of archaeological reports, classical Greek accounts, and
ancient cuneiform inscriptions, the chronology of Nineveh can be reconstructed. An examination
reveals that Nineveh played a vital role in the religious and political history of the ancient Near
East and despite suffering immense damage at the hands of the Assyrians’ enemies, continued
to function as an important city for several centuries after the Assyrian Empire
collapsed.Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian Capital traces the history
and legacy of one of the most influential cities of antiquity. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about the history of Nineveh like never before, in no
time at all.Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian CapitalAbout Charles River
EditorsIntroductionChapter 1: Location and Geography of NinevehChapter 2: Nineveh in the Pre-
Assyrian and Old and Middle Assyrian PeriodsChapter 3: Controversy over the Hanging
GardensChapter 4: Nineveh at Its PeakChapter 5: Ashurbanipal and NinevehChapter 6: The
Last Assyrian Kings and NinevehChapter 7: The Fall of NinevehChapter 8: Nineveh in Later
PeriodsOnline ResourcesBibliographyChapter 1: Location and Geography of NinevehThe
location of cities in the ancient Near East played a vital role concerning a city’s potential success
or failure: cities located on hills could be more easily defended, those in fertile regions could
support large populations, and cities located on major bodies of water could use the advantage
for transportation purposes. Although Nineveh developed later than other cities in its region, it
too was built with geographical considerations. Nineveh was located in the wider geographic
region known as the “Fertile Crescent,” but more specifically in the northern Mesopotamian
region known as Assyria (van de Mieroop 2007, 52). Mesopotamia is derived from the Greek
term, “land between two rivers,” because most of it sits inside the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. In
particular, most of Assyria was located on either side of the Tigris River and Nineveh in particular
was built on a mound that overlooked the Khosr River, which is a tributary of the Tigris (van de
Mieroop 2004, 3). The location of Nineveh in relation to the other major Assyrian cities was
mentioned in the first book of the Old Testament, Genesis. The verses state:And Cush begat
Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty hunter before the
Lord: wherefore it is said, even as Nimrod the might before the Lord. And the beginning
of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out
of that land went forth Ashur, and builded Nineveh, and the city Rehoboth, and Calah.
And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city. (Gen.
10:8-12)Although many parts of the Old Testament, including these passages, are
anachronistic, they demonstrate that not only was Nineveh an important city to the Assyrians,
but also to non-Assyrian peoples. The passage also shows that the Hebrews of the fifth century
BC, which is when the books of the Old Testament were put into writing, were cognizant of
Nineveh’s location in the region. The Hebrews and other non-Assyrians saw Assyria as a place



of power and fertility. As part of the Fertile Crescent, the area around Nineveh was known for its
agricultural abundance.Despite being located in the center of the Fertile Crescent, not all of
Assyria was equally abundant. Ashur, which was the first Assyrian capital and primary religious
center, was relatively fertile, but the area to its north, where Nineveh was located, was much
more fertile (Novak 2004, 177). The precise reason why the latter Assyrian kings chose to
dedicate most of their time and resources to Nineveh over Ashur is unknown, but it may have to
do with its greater agricultural output. Since the Assyrians were a particularly warlike people,
they constantly needed to keep a large standing army and to support that army they needed
large amounts of grain to feed the men, horses, and other livestock that accompanied the army
on campaigns. In the pre-modern world, only a city located close to a fertile region could handle
such logistics in a reasonable fashion. A cuneiform text from the neo-Assyrian king, Sennacherib
(704-681 BC), relates how fertile the region was around Nineveh and how the king artificially
increased that productivity. The text states: To increase the productiveness of the
cultivable fields, from the border of the city of Kisiri to the plain of Nineveh, I cut through
the hills (mountains) with iron pickaxes, ran a canal over [1 ½] beru of ground, from the
place where the Husur lets down its ancient waters too low (for irrigation), (and) I made
(the water) flow through those fields in irrigation ditches. (Luckenbill 1989, 2:177)The
creation of canals and dykes to artificially modify the environment and topography of Nineveh
was a common tactic the later Assyrian kings used quite frequently, as will be discussed more
below, to create their opulent gardens and in this case, to increase the productivity of a region.
The “Husur” mentioned in the above text is Luckenbill’s translation of the Khosr River and the
mountains the king cut through was the range that is known as the Sinjar today. The rich soil
around Nineveh and its proximity to the Tigris River allowed it to become one of the leading
metropolises of the ancient Near East, but its transition to greatness was a process that took
hundreds of years.Chapter 2: Nineveh in the Pre-Assyrian and Old and Middle Assyrian
PeriodsAssyrian history, like that of many peoples of the ancient Near East, is conveniently
divided by modern scholars into periods, which the ancient peoples usually never recognized.
The classifications are usually based on dynasties, which often included interregnums between
each dynasty. For the Assyrians, the periods are Old, Middle, and Neo, with the majority of their
building activity, including at Nineveh, coming during the Neo-Assyrian period. The Assyrian
imperial phase also coincided with the Neo-Assyrian dynasty; so much of Nineveh’s history is
inextricably intertwined with the Neo-Assyrian kings. With that said, Nineveh’s history pre-dates
the Neo-Assyrian period and in fact was established even before the Assyrians entered the
historical record.An exact date for Nineveh’s settlement will probably never be known because
people were living there in pre-literate times, but the first mentions of the city in official records
can be traced back to the third millennium BC. The Akkadian king, Manishtushu (ca. 2269-2255
BC) is believed to have built a temple to the goddess Ishtar there (van de Mieroop 2007, 68),
which became the core that all later building activity at Nineveh was based. Nineveh was also
mentioned by the Third Dynasty of Ur king, Shulgi (ca. 2094-2047 BC) (Beckman 1998, 1).A



Tablet Describing Shulgi’s Construction of a Temple, by Pymouss at the British MuseumThe Ur
III kings exercised a high degree of control over all Mesopotamia, but Nineveh would have been
on the northern march so it is unsure if Shulgi’s claim is real or hyperbole. In any case, Nineveh
was known at this early point and apparently important enough for kings as far south as Ur to
claim it. Nineveh continued its slow growth until the kings from the Amorite Babylonian Dynasty
claimed the city and restored the Temple of Ishtar.The Amorites, who were a formerly nomadic
Semitic people, established a dynasty in the central Mesopotamian city of Babylon in the early
second millennium BC (Kuhrt 2010, 1:108). The Amorites proved to be an especially military
aggressive people as they toppled the plethora of dynasties that ruled the numerous cities of
Mesopotamia and consolidated most of the region into one cohesive political entity (Kuhrt 2010,
1:109). As the Amorites extended their influence in Mesopotamia north into Assyria, they came
into contact with Ishtar of Nineveh. Ishtar’s importance to these early pre-Assyrian rulers and
especially the later Assyrian kings cannot be understated so a brief examination of the goddess,
namely her personification in Nineveh, is warranted.Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the
Ancient Assyrian CapitalBy Charles River EditorsA Picture of the Adad Gate at NinevehNineveh:
The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian CapitalBy Charles River EditorsA Picture of the
Adad Gate at NinevehAbout Charles River EditorsCharles River Editors provides superior
editing and original writing services across the digital publishing industry, with the expertise to
create digital content for publishers across a vast range of subject matter. In addition to providing
original digital content for third party publishers, we also republish civilization’s greatest literary
works, bringing them to new generations of readers via ebooks., and visit to browse today’s free
promotions and our most recently published Kindle titles.About Charles River EditorsCharles
River Editors provides superior editing and original writing services across the digital publishing
industry, with the expertise to create digital content for publishers across a vast range of subject
matter. In addition to providing original digital content for third party publishers, we also republish
civilization’s greatest literary works, bringing them to new generations of readers via ebooks. ,
and visit to browse today’s free promotions and our most recently published Kindle
titles.IntroductionA Picture of the Reconstructed Mashki Gate at NinevehNineveh“I captured 46
towns...by consolidating ramps to bring up battering rams, by infantry attacks, mines, breaches
and siege engines.” - SennacheribWhen scholars study the history of the ancient Near East,
several wars that had extremely brutal consequences (at least by modern standards) often stand
out. Forced removal of entire populations, sieges that decimated entire cities, and wanton
destruction of property were all tactics used by the various peoples of the ancient Near East
against each other, but the Assyrians were the first people to make war a science. When the
Assyrians are mentioned, images of war and brutality are among the first that come to mind,
despite the fact that their culture prospered for nearly 2,000 years.Like a number of ancient
individuals and empires in that region, the negative perception of ancient Assyrian culture was
passed down through Biblical accounts, and regardless of the accuracy of the Bible’s depiction
of certain events, the Assyrians clearly played the role of adversary for the Israelites. Indeed,



Assyria (Biblical Shinar) and the Assyrian people played an important role in many books of the
Old Testament and are first mentioned in the book of Genesis: “And the beginning of his
kingdom was Babel and Erech, and Akkad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. Out of that land
went forth Ashur and built Nineveh and the city Rehoboth and Kallah.” (Gen. 10:10-11).Although
the Biblical accounts of the Assyrians are among the most interesting and are often
corroborated with other historical sources, the Assyrians were much more than just the enemies
of the Israelites and brutal thugs. Among all the cities that thrived in the ancient Near East, few
can match the opulence and ostentatiousness of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian Empire for
much of the seventh century BCE. During that time it became known for its mighty citadels,
grand palaces, beautiful gardens, and even its zoos. In fact, the beauty of Nineveh, especially its
gardens, impressed later writers so much that they assigned its gardens as one of the original
Seven Wonders of the World, except unfortunately for Nineveh’s memory, the location was
placed in Babylon. The confusion that assigned one of the Wonders of the World to Babylon
instead of Nineveh is in fact a large part of Nineveh’s history – it was a great city during its time,
but incessant warfare brought the metropolis to oblivion and eventually its history was forgotten
or distorted.An examination of Nineveh demonstrates that in many ways it was the victim of the
people who built it. When Nineveh was at its height, they controlled an empire that
encompassed Egypt, Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and parts of Iran. Eventually, the Assyrians
overextended themselves and their enemies overthrew them and destroyed much of their cities.
Nineveh became lost for centuries, only mentioned in fragments by classical Greek historians,
but modern archaeological methods were able to bring the lost city back to life in the nineteenth
century. Today, through a combination of archaeological reports, classical Greek accounts, and
ancient cuneiform inscriptions, the chronology of Nineveh can be reconstructed. An examination
reveals that Nineveh played a vital role in the religious and political history of the ancient Near
East and despite suffering immense damage at the hands of the Assyrians’ enemies, continued
to function as an important city for several centuries after the Assyrian Empire
collapsed.Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian Capital traces the history
and legacy of one of the most influential cities of antiquity. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about the history of Nineveh like never before, in no
time at all.IntroductionA Picture of the Reconstructed Mashki Gate at NinevehNineveh“I
captured 46 towns...by consolidating ramps to bring up battering rams, by infantry attacks,
mines, breaches and siege engines.” - Sennacherib When scholars study the history of the
ancient Near East, several wars that had extremely brutal consequences (at least by modern
standards) often stand out. Forced removal of entire populations, sieges that decimated entire
cities, and wanton destruction of property were all tactics used by the various peoples of the
ancient Near East against each other, but the Assyrians were the first people to make war a
science. When the Assyrians are mentioned, images of war and brutality are among the first that
come to mind, despite the fact that their culture prospered for nearly 2,000 years. Like a number
of ancient individuals and empires in that region, the negative perception of ancient Assyrian



culture was passed down through Biblical accounts, and regardless of the accuracy of the
Bible’s depiction of certain events, the Assyrians clearly played the role of adversary for the
Israelites. Indeed, Assyria (Biblical Shinar) and the Assyrian people played an important role in
many books of the Old Testament and are first mentioned in the book of Genesis: “And the
beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech, and Akkad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.
Out of that land went forth Ashur and built Nineveh and the city Rehoboth and Kallah.” (Gen.
10:10-11).Although the Biblical accounts of the Assyrians are among the most interesting and
are often corroborated with other historical sources, the Assyrians were much more than just the
enemies of the Israelites and brutal thugs. Among all the cities that thrived in the ancient Near
East, few can match the opulence and ostentatiousness of Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian
Empire for much of the seventh century BCE. During that time it became known for its mighty
citadels, grand palaces, beautiful gardens, and even its zoos. In fact, the beauty of Nineveh,
especially its gardens, impressed later writers so much that they assigned its gardens as one of
the original Seven Wonders of the World, except unfortunately for Nineveh’s memory, the
location was placed in Babylon. The confusion that assigned one of the Wonders of the World to
Babylon instead of Nineveh is in fact a large part of Nineveh’s history – it was a great city during
its time, but incessant warfare brought the metropolis to oblivion and eventually its history was
forgotten or distorted. An examination of Nineveh demonstrates that in many ways it was the
victim of the people who built it. When Nineveh was at its height, they controlled an empire that
encompassed Egypt, Anatolia, Mesopotamia, and parts of Iran. Eventually, the Assyrians
overextended themselves and their enemies overthrew them and destroyed much of their cities.
Nineveh became lost for centuries, only mentioned in fragments by classical Greek historians,
but modern archaeological methods were able to bring the lost city back to life in the nineteenth
century. Today, through a combination of archaeological reports, classical Greek accounts, and
ancient cuneiform inscriptions, the chronology of Nineveh can be reconstructed. An examination
reveals that Nineveh played a vital role in the religious and political history of the ancient Near
East and despite suffering immense damage at the hands of the Assyrians’ enemies, continued
to function as an important city for several centuries after the Assyrian Empire
collapsed.Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian Capital traces the history
and legacy of one of the most influential cities of antiquity. Along with pictures of important
people, places, and events, you will learn about the history of Nineveh like never before, in no
time at all.Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian CapitalAbout Charles River
EditorsIntroductionChapter 1: Location and Geography of NinevehChapter 2: Nineveh in the Pre-
Assyrian and Old and Middle Assyrian PeriodsChapter 3: Controversy over the Hanging
GardensChapter 4: Nineveh at Its PeakChapter 5: Ashurbanipal and NinevehChapter 6: The
Last Assyrian Kings and NinevehChapter 7: The Fall of NinevehChapter 8: Nineveh in Later
PeriodsOnline ResourcesBibliographyNineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian
CapitalAbout Charles River EditorsIntroductionChapter 1: Location and Geography of
NinevehChapter 2: Nineveh in the Pre-Assyrian and Old and Middle Assyrian PeriodsChapter 3:



Controversy over the Hanging GardensChapter 4: Nineveh at Its PeakChapter 5: Ashurbanipal
and NinevehChapter 6: The Last Assyrian Kings and NinevehChapter 7: The Fall of
NinevehChapter 8: Nineveh in Later PeriodsOnline ResourcesBibliographyChapter 1: Location
and Geography of NinevehThe location of cities in the ancient Near East played a vital role
concerning a city’s potential success or failure: cities located on hills could be more easily
defended, those in fertile regions could support large populations, and cities located on major
bodies of water could use the advantage for transportation purposes. Although Nineveh
developed later than other cities in its region, it too was built with geographical considerations.
Nineveh was located in the wider geographic region known as the “Fertile Crescent,” but more
specifically in the northern Mesopotamian region known as Assyria (van de Mieroop 2007, 52).
Mesopotamia is derived from the Greek term, “land between two rivers,” because most of it sits
inside the Tigris and Euphrates rivers. In particular, most of Assyria was located on either side of
the Tigris River and Nineveh in particular was built on a mound that overlooked the Khosr River,
which is a tributary of the Tigris (van de Mieroop 2004, 3). The location of Nineveh in relation to
the other major Assyrian cities was mentioned in the first book of the Old Testament, Genesis.
The verses state:And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a
mighty hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, even as Nimrod the might before the
Lord. And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh,
in the land of Shinar. Out of that land went forth Ashur, and builded Nineveh, and the city
Rehoboth, and Calah. And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.
(Gen. 10:8-12)Although many parts of the Old Testament, including these passages, are
anachronistic, they demonstrate that not only was Nineveh an important city to the Assyrians,
but also to non-Assyrian peoples. The passage also shows that the Hebrews of the fifth century
BC, which is when the books of the Old Testament were put into writing, were cognizant of
Nineveh’s location in the region. The Hebrews and other non-Assyrians saw Assyria as a place
of power and fertility. As part of the Fertile Crescent, the area around Nineveh was known for its
agricultural abundance.Despite being located in the center of the Fertile Crescent, not all of
Assyria was equally abundant. Ashur, which was the first Assyrian capital and primary religious
center, was relatively fertile, but the area to its north, where Nineveh was located, was much
more fertile (Novak 2004, 177). The precise reason why the latter Assyrian kings chose to
dedicate most of their time and resources to Nineveh over Ashur is unknown, but it may have to
do with its greater agricultural output. Since the Assyrians were a particularly warlike people,
they constantly needed to keep a large standing army and to support that army they needed
large amounts of grain to feed the men, horses, and other livestock that accompanied the army
on campaigns. In the pre-modern world, only a city located close to a fertile region could handle
such logistics in a reasonable fashion. A cuneiform text from the neo-Assyrian king, Sennacherib
(704-681 BC), relates how fertile the region was around Nineveh and how the king artificially
increased that productivity. The text states: To increase the productiveness of the
cultivable fields, from the border of the city of Kisiri to the plain of Nineveh, I cut through



the hills (mountains) with iron pickaxes, ran a canal over [1 ½] beru of ground, from the
place where the Husur lets down its ancient waters too low (for irrigation), (and) I made
(the water) flow through those fields in irrigation ditches. (Luckenbill 1989, 2:177)The
creation of canals and dykes to artificially modify the environment and topography of Nineveh
was a common tactic the later Assyrian kings used quite frequently, as will be discussed more
below, to create their opulent gardens and in this case, to increase the productivity of a region.
The “Husur” mentioned in the above text is Luckenbill’s translation of the Khosr River and the
mountains the king cut through was the range that is known as the Sinjar today. The rich soil
around Nineveh and its proximity to the Tigris River allowed it to become one of the leading
metropolises of the ancient Near East, but its transition to greatness was a process that took
hundreds of years.Chapter 2: Nineveh in the Pre-Assyrian and Old and Middle Assyrian
PeriodsAssyrian history, like that of many peoples of the ancient Near East, is conveniently
divided by modern scholars into periods, which the ancient peoples usually never recognized.
The classifications are usually based on dynasties, which often included interregnums between
each dynasty. For the Assyrians, the periods are Old, Middle, and Neo, with the majority of their
building activity, including at Nineveh, coming during the Neo-Assyrian period. The Assyrian
imperial phase also coincided with the Neo-Assyrian dynasty; so much of Nineveh’s history is
inextricably intertwined with the Neo-Assyrian kings. With that said, Nineveh’s history pre-dates
the Neo-Assyrian period and in fact was established even before the Assyrians entered the
historical record.An exact date for Nineveh’s settlement will probably never be known because
people were living there in pre-literate times, but the first mentions of the city in official records
can be traced back to the third millennium BC. The Akkadian king, Manishtushu (ca. 2269-2255
BC) is believed to have built a temple to the goddess Ishtar there (van de Mieroop 2007, 68),
which became the core that all later building activity at Nineveh was based. Nineveh was also
mentioned by the Third Dynasty of Ur king, Shulgi (ca. 2094-2047 BC) (Beckman 1998, 1).A
Tablet Describing Shulgi’s Construction of a Temple, by Pymouss at the British MuseumThe Ur
III kings exercised a high degree of control over all Mesopotamia, but Nineveh would have been
on the northern march so it is unsure if Shulgi’s claim is real or hyperbole. In any case, Nineveh
was known at this early point and apparently important enough for kings as far south as Ur to
claim it. Nineveh continued its slow growth until the kings from the Amorite Babylonian Dynasty
claimed the city and restored the Temple of Ishtar.The Amorites, who were a formerly nomadic
Semitic people, established a dynasty in the central Mesopotamian city of Babylon in the early
second millennium BC (Kuhrt 2010, 1:108). The Amorites proved to be an especially military
aggressive people as they toppled the plethora of dynasties that ruled the numerous cities of
Mesopotamia and consolidated most of the region into one cohesive political entity (Kuhrt 2010,
1:109). As the Amorites extended their influence in Mesopotamia north into Assyria, they came
into contact with Ishtar of Nineveh. Ishtar’s importance to these early pre-Assyrian rulers and
especially the later Assyrian kings cannot be understated so a brief examination of the goddess,
namely her personification in Nineveh, is warranted.Chapter 1: Location and Geography of



NinevehThe location of cities in the ancient Near East played a vital role concerning a city’s
potential success or failure: cities located on hills could be more easily defended, those in fertile
regions could support large populations, and cities located on major bodies of water could use
the advantage for transportation purposes. Although Nineveh developed later than other cities in
its region, it too was built with geographical considerations. Nineveh was located in the wider
geographic region known as the “Fertile Crescent,” but more specifically in the northern
Mesopotamian region known as Assyria (van de Mieroop 2007, 52). Mesopotamia is derived
from the Greek term, “land between two rivers,” because most of it sits inside the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers. In particular, most of Assyria was located on either side of the Tigris River and
Nineveh in particular was built on a mound that overlooked the Khosr River, which is a tributary
of the Tigris (van de Mieroop 2004, 3). The location of Nineveh in relation to the other major
Assyrian cities was mentioned in the first book of the Old Testament, Genesis. The verses
state:And Cush begat Nimrod: he began to be a mighty one in the earth. He was a mighty
hunter before the Lord: wherefore it is said, even as Nimrod the might before the Lord.
And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the
land of Shinar. Out of that land went forth Ashur, and builded Nineveh, and the city
Rehoboth, and Calah. And Resen between Nineveh and Calah: the same is a great city.
(Gen. 10:8-12)Although many parts of the Old Testament, including these passages, are
anachronistic, they demonstrate that not only was Nineveh an important city to the Assyrians,
but also to non-Assyrian peoples. The passage also shows that the Hebrews of the fifth century
BC, which is when the books of the Old Testament were put into writing, were cognizant of
Nineveh’s location in the region. The Hebrews and other non-Assyrians saw Assyria as a place
of power and fertility. As part of the Fertile Crescent, the area around Nineveh was known for its
agricultural abundance.Despite being located in the center of the Fertile Crescent, not all of
Assyria was equally abundant. Ashur, which was the first Assyrian capital and primary religious
center, was relatively fertile, but the area to its north, where Nineveh was located, was much
more fertile (Novak 2004, 177). The precise reason why the latter Assyrian kings chose to
dedicate most of their time and resources to Nineveh over Ashur is unknown, but it may have to
do with its greater agricultural output. Since the Assyrians were a particularly warlike people,
they constantly needed to keep a large standing army and to support that army they needed
large amounts of grain to feed the men, horses, and other livestock that accompanied the army
on campaigns. In the pre-modern world, only a city located close to a fertile region could handle
such logistics in a reasonable fashion. A cuneiform text from the neo-Assyrian king, Sennacherib
(704-681 BC), relates how fertile the region was around Nineveh and how the king artificially
increased that productivity. The text states: To increase the productiveness of the
cultivable fields, from the border of the city of Kisiri to the plain of Nineveh, I cut through
the hills (mountains) with iron pickaxes, ran a canal over [1 ½] beru of ground, from the
place where the Husur lets down its ancient waters too low (for irrigation), (and) I made
(the water) flow through those fields in irrigation ditches. (Luckenbill 1989, 2:177)The



creation of canals and dykes to artificially modify the environment and topography of Nineveh
was a common tactic the later Assyrian kings used quite frequently, as will be discussed more
below, to create their opulent gardens and in this case, to increase the productivity of a region.
The “Husur” mentioned in the above text is Luckenbill’s translation of the Khosr River and the
mountains the king cut through was the range that is known as the Sinjar today. The rich soil
around Nineveh and its proximity to the Tigris River allowed it to become one of the leading
metropolises of the ancient Near East, but its transition to greatness was a process that took
hundreds of years.Chapter 2: Nineveh in the Pre-Assyrian and Old and Middle Assyrian
PeriodsAssyrian history, like that of many peoples of the ancient Near East, is conveniently
divided by modern scholars into periods, which the ancient peoples usually never recognized.
The classifications are usually based on dynasties, which often included interregnums between
each dynasty. For the Assyrians, the periods are Old, Middle, and Neo, with the majority of their
building activity, including at Nineveh, coming during the Neo-Assyrian period. The Assyrian
imperial phase also coincided with the Neo-Assyrian dynasty; so much of Nineveh’s history is
inextricably intertwined with the Neo-Assyrian kings. With that said, Nineveh’s history pre-dates
the Neo-Assyrian period and in fact was established even before the Assyrians entered the
historical record. An exact date for Nineveh’s settlement will probably never be known because
people were living there in pre-literate times, but the first mentions of the city in official records
can be traced back to the third millennium BC. The Akkadian king, Manishtushu (ca. 2269-2255
BC) is believed to have built a temple to the goddess Ishtar there (van de Mieroop 2007, 68),
which became the core that all later building activity at Nineveh was based. Nineveh was also
mentioned by the Third Dynasty of Ur king, Shulgi (ca. 2094-2047 BC) (Beckman 1998, 1). A
Tablet Describing Shulgi’s Construction of a Temple, by Pymouss at the British MuseumThe Ur
III kings exercised a high degree of control over all Mesopotamia, but Nineveh would have been
on the northern march so it is unsure if Shulgi’s claim is real or hyperbole. In any case, Nineveh
was known at this early point and apparently important enough for kings as far south as Ur to
claim it. Nineveh continued its slow growth until the kings from the Amorite Babylonian Dynasty
claimed the city and restored the Temple of Ishtar.The Amorites, who were a formerly nomadic
Semitic people, established a dynasty in the central Mesopotamian city of Babylon in the early
second millennium BC (Kuhrt 2010, 1:108). The Amorites proved to be an especially military
aggressive people as they toppled the plethora of dynasties that ruled the numerous cities of
Mesopotamia and consolidated most of the region into one cohesive political entity (Kuhrt 2010,
1:109). As the Amorites extended their influence in Mesopotamia north into Assyria, they came
into contact with Ishtar of Nineveh. Ishtar’s importance to these early pre-Assyrian rulers and
especially the later Assyrian kings cannot be understated so a brief examination of the goddess,
namely her personification in Nineveh, is warranted.
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D. Goins, “Good, brief, overview. This was a good, brief overview to the ancient city of Ninevah. It
had some really interesting factoids and I learned some things I did not know already.”

Robert B. Lloyd, “Interesting overview. I found this book to be a short and concise introduction to
the city of Nineveh and the role it played in the ancient near east.”

RAY E GRUNZINGER, “Worth a Look.. An interesting read about a significant Middle Eastern
civilization. it was interesting to learn that the site of Nineveh is across the river from the present
city of Mosul.”

Justin.S.Houk, “Compelling light history of Nineveh. Enjoyable read on the history and high
points of the ancient city of Nineveh. Easy to follow, doesn't get bogged down. Conversely,
doesn't do many deep dives beyond a discussion of the famous Hanging Gardens.”

Dane Allen, “Nineveh, the secert is out.. The story of Nineveh, is the story of the capital of The
Assyrian Empire. One of the largest empires in the ancient middle east. This book is well written
and easy to understand. It even throws light on the location of The Hanging Gardens of
Babylon. Even the pro and con roles that Assyria played in Mesopotamia is explored. I would
recommend  this book  to everyone.”

Ralph L. Greenberg, “back into the news. Whatever name it now goes by, modern events have
thrust Babylon to the forefront of importance.it is important to learn the back ground”

David V. Vout, “Solving a puzzle. Very 'absorbing' one would of course have to be interested in
that time in history. Very well explained.”

Howie, “A very good history of Nineveh. The author does a very good job of telling the history of
ancient Nineveh. He keeps the narration moving and not get sidetracked from what he is very
telling.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Loved it. I have been fascinated by Mesopotamia and her history since
primary school. This book is well set out covers all I wanted to know, including the Hanging
Gardens mystery. Thoroughly enjoyed this book.”

khan, “Excellent book. Excellent history book. Very informative”

JPW, “Easy to read.. Generally a good book.”



The book by Charles River Editors has a rating of 5 out of 4.0. 55 people have provided
feedback.

Nineveh: The History and Legacy of the Ancient Assyrian Capital About Charles River Editors
Introduction



Language: English
Paperback: 221 pages
Item Weight: 7.8 ounces
Dimensions: 4 x 0.5 x 6 inches
File size: 1500 KB
Text-to-Speech: Enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Enabled
Word Wise: Enabled
Sticky notes: On Kindle Scribe
Print length: 94 pages
Hardcover: 156 pages
Plastic Comb: 276 pages
X-Ray: Not Enabled

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

